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You Still Have Time 


Have you sent in that list of sub- 
scriptions for friends and relatives 
whom you would like to receive Be- 
tween the Lines as a Christmas pres- 
ent? Save time and money on your 
Christmas shopping and make your 
gift on this critical war-time Christ- 
mas one which will mean a year of 
increased understanding and aware- 
ness for some Christian friend. Send 
in the names with a dollar for each 
and we will send a greeting card as 
an announcement of your gift. 











Education in France 


The “re-education” of French youth, 
which the Nazis and French collaborationists 
expected to achieve through school “re- 
form,” never came off. Reports reaching 
America indicate that Berlin or Vichy-in- 
spired regulations were consistently ignored, 
at first secretly, then openly. An item in 
the New York Times says that the French 
school system has retained pretty much its 
pre-war status “in spite of the Nazis, in 
spite of Vichy, in spite of material short- 
ages.” 

The Germans were busy enough with 
other occupation problems and intervened in 
the educational system only to delete from 
French history books any uncomplimentary 
reference to Germany’s part in World War 
I. However, the fascist and collaborationist- 
minded men in the Vichy government seized 
the opportunity to try to introduce radical 
changes. Classes in the German language 
were organized, with evening hours sched- 
uled for adult convenience. A wholesale 
“purge” took place to rid the school system 
of Jews and Freemasons, the latter revealing 
Catholic influence among the collaborators. 
Catholic authorities also attempted to force 
a religious training program into the 
schools, a move of great significance in 
France where for many generations a kind 
of traditional feud has existed between the 
village priest and the almost always “free- 
thinking” village schoolmaster. 

The German attitude of “kitchen, church 
and children,” “strength through joy,” and 
similar concepts was reflected in the intro- 
duction throughout France of gymnastic, 
domestic science and manual training activi 
ties in the schools, and the Vichyites pre- 
pared fascist-flavored courses in civics and 
“patriotism.” 


(Continued on next page) 


PSYCHIATRISTS SAY THAT ONE of the most frequent causes of nervous and 
mental breakdown is the viewing of a problem in terms of weeks and months in toto, 
as one huge, impossible task, instead of accepting each day’s duties as they come. Shift 
the patient’s focus and often he can be quickly cured. Jesus used this method of heal- 
ing 2,000 years ahead of the modern scientists; “Think not of the morrow.” 

When we consider building a better world out of the chaos of today, the task seems 
utterly impossible and we stagger along in a daze of futility and defeat. But if we 
live each day in a way to make the world better right around us, it doesn’t seem so 
impossible. It does not take many lives, banded together in such a pattern of living, 
to change a community, a city—and then as God moves into the scene—a state, a nation 
or a world. This has been the pattern of the Christian church and its community since 
groups of converted slaves and laborers quietly arose to take control of the Roman 
Empire. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Lay Experts Find a Way 

The bright side of the picture continues to be that new development, the interna- 
tional gathering of experts, young scientists and specialists to supplement and underpin 
diplomatic conferences. The lay experts get along together, they find solutions via 
intelligent compromises such as have occurred already in finance, world relief, ship- 
ping and now the trade and commerce conference gathered at Rye, New York, and 
the world aviation meeting at Chicago. Few people are catching the long range signi- 
ficance of this new trend. It is a Roosevelt idea and will do more to give the President 
a permanent place of historical importance than many of the more spectacular efforts 
and achievements with which he has become identified. 

Statesmen Do Not Find a Way 

While the laymen in fields of normal human endeavor find a way, the statesmen 
and diplomats continue to make their eloquent assurances, although behind the scenes 
the game of power politics is being played as never before. As you may have noticed, 
students of diplomacy such as Sumner Welles, Dorothy Thompson and others have 
been issuing sharp warnings that the present direction of developments is not at all 
reassuring of peace. Churchill has now openly thrown caution and camouflage to the 
winds and, since his mission to Moscow failed to win sufficient reassurance from Stalin 
of a hands-off policy toward British imperial interests, London diplomats are working 
feverishly to build up France, Spain, Belgium, Holland and Norway into a pro-British 
bloc of power. 

Note Churchill’s spectacular efforts in Paris recently. The British are having to 
work fast, for France and Belgium in particular, and others in general, are tending 
to drift away from the old alignments with Britian and toward a more socialistic, if 
not directly pro-Soviet, attachment. Little of this is being allowed to reach the average 
American, but the air is heavy as the reverberations of the struggle are felt in all dip- 
lomatic and official circles in Washington. As one prominent expert has reported— 
a report that has been quite generally suppressed—French, Belgian and Czechoslovak 
leaders have already secretly laid down plans for the absolute socialization of their 
economies as an inevitable aftermath of the Nazi state controls that have existed now 
for several years. These leaders also openly admit that the masses of Europeans wel- 
come any excuse to throw off the old systems. 

British efforts to stem the tide are still being made, but if London fails watch for 
socialization trends in Britain to gain ground rapidly. The widely announced plan to 
extend American lend-lease to Britain on a rather indefinite basis is a London-Wash- 
ington effort to keep Britain firmly on her feet to hold her own against this socializing 
tide. Keep in mind the fact that Wall Street firms with number one London partners 
have influential representatives in our State Department. 

Poland’s Fate 

The tragedy of Poland is now complete. Poland in reality is to become a Russian 
protectorate. The Poles know they have been promised compensation in German 
territory, but what they want is not to rule over a few million sullen Germans but 
Poland and Polish people back again. The Poles are especially bitter now because of 
Churchill’s criticism of them as “unreasonable” when they objected to the mutilation 


(Continued from first page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


(Continued from middle page) 


International Labor 


Watch for reports of the important International Labor Congress 
meeting in London in January. American labor will face a test on 
cooperation with British labor at the table with Soviet labor. In- 
volved is the rivalry between the AFL and the CIO. Russian-British 
labor cooperation has been growing, is as important to the British 
as cooperation with us. Green and other AFL leaders haven’t want- 
ed to confer with the Reds in the past. The AFL has followed an 
anti-Russian policy which is now slowly breaking down. It is believed 
by labor experts that this cooperation between the CIO and AFL, 
being forced upon them by the growing unity of the British and 
Russian trade unions, may result in a change of viewpoint through- 
out the entire AFL setup, linking it more closely to the policies of 
the CIO which have always been more leftist and quick to catch the 
Russian slant. 


CIO and Agriculture 


The CIO is quietly making plans to approach the farmers of 
America for close cooperation with unions for what the CIO hopes 
to persuade the farmers is their mutual interest. The National 
Farmers Union, which has 125,000 farm family members, is giving 
the CIO full support in this program. We'll be hearing more of 
this later. 


Unions and Cooperatives 


Labor unions and the consumer cooperatives, while having much 
the same general goals, have not worked together in the past as it 
would seem they naturally should do. An important development 
along this line is beginning to occur with the announcement that the 
United Auto Workers Union, one of the strongest branches of the 
CIO, is planning to give official and specific support to the cooper- 
ative movement. If this precedent is followed by other unions, it 
will forecast important and rapid development of the cooperative 
movement in American life. 


Progressives vs Reactionaries at Texas University 


We hope you have read the news accounts of the fight being 
waged for economic freedom on the campus of the University of 
Texas, but many of the inside facts have been kept from the public. 
President Homer Rainey, whose dismissal precipitated the outbreak, 
has been too outspoken in his endorsement of progressive racial and 
economic viewpoints for the University Board of Regents, the lead- 
ing members of which represent the most reactionary viewpoints. 
The struggle is important to watch because the conditions causing 
it can be found in half the educational institutions of the South. 

The Texas affair began when the so-called “Christian-Americans,” 
a movement representing a latter day version of the Ku Klux Klan, 
were starting a drive to get anti-labor union laws passed in southern 
states: They held a meeting in Austin, Texas, attended by two pro- 
fessors from the University of Texas who spoke against the pro- 
posed restrictions and against the “Christian-Americans” themselves ! 
As a result of this the Board of Regents fired the professors and, 
when President Rainey reinstated them, the Board of Regents fired 
him! 


Brother Jim Crow, the Story of the FEPC 
(Part II) 
An Exploded Myth 


The myth that whites and blacks cannot or will not work amicably 
together has long since been exploded by some of the largest and 
best known employers in America. Among these are the Winchester 
Repeating Arms Company, the National Bronze and Aluminum Com- 
pany, the Bohn Aluminum Company, the Ingalls Iron Works Com- 
pany, the Bethelehem Steel Corporation, the Firestone Tire and Rub- 
ber Company, the Ford Motor Company, the Pressed Steel Car 
Company, the Bridgeport Brass Works, Wilson Brothers, the Scullins 
Steel Corporation, Swift and Company, and the Pittsburgh Coal 
Company. 

Yet, despite these long-standing exceptions, plus the more recent 
converts, it remains true that discrimination against Negroes is still 
the prevailing pattern in American industry; that this pattern has 
caused and continues to cause serious obstruction of the war effort; 


and that the FEPC, lacking funds, personnel and enforcing authority, 
and unable to answer employers and unions who point cheerfully to 
the discrimination practiced systematically by the Army and Navy, 
has been able to do little more than peck at the edges of the domain 
where Negroes are lucky if they get jobs even as janitors. 

Unless much more substantial progress is made on this crucial 
front of the democratic struggle, the Negro’s Bill of Economic 
Rights, represented by Order No. 8802, may be abrogated almost as 
completely after this war as were the 14th and 15th amendments, 
his bill of political rights, after the Civil War. Morever, if this 
happens, we shall be obliged to blame Jim Crow trade unions fully 
as much as Jim Crow employers. 


The Color Bar and the Unions 


The color bar, written into the constitutions and rituals of some 
of our oldest and most powerful unions, is in most cases both a reflec- 
tion of race prejudice and a device by which whites preempt jobs 
for themselves in a scarcity economy. Inevitably the color bar builds 
up forces hostile to trade unionism. Invariably it has been a club 
which employers have seized to break strikes, lower wages and work- 
ing conditions, divide and conquer the forces of organized labor. 
Unions have excluded Negroes from membership or given them only 
Jim Crow auxiliary status. These are in effect the “strong points” 
of an invisible line, by no means coincident with the Mason and Dixon 
line, which still for the most part limits Negroes to second class 
citizenship in industry. And among the toughest fortresses of racism 
are the eight railroad brotherhoods. 


He Who Gets Bumped 


Back in March, 1942, the FEPC was persuaded by A. Philip 
Randolph’s Provisional Committee to Organize Colored Locomotive 
Firemen to undertake a general survey of what was happening to 
Negro workers on the railroads, which are recognized to be a war 
industry. Henry Epstein, formerly Solicitor General of New York 
State, was appointed special counsel for the Committee. Public 
hearings were scheduled for January 25-27 in Washington. A trio 
of competent investigators began weaving together the threads of a 
rather horrific story which might well be called “The Last Stand 
of the Colored Locomotive Fireman” or “He Who Gets Bumped.” 
Then, abruptly, on January 11th, War Manpower Commissioner Paul 
McNutt told his press conference that the hearing would be post- 
poned in order to give the War Manpower Commission “time to 
work out the situation,” that if a solution could be found there would 
be no need for hearings. 

The Negroes built the southern railroads and for many years 
pretty much manned them in all categories of employment up to but 
not including the engineers and the conductors. White Supremacy 
forbade that a Negro should run a train or hold a position in author- 
ity over whites. The same underlying social attitude wrote the color 
bar into the constitutions and rituals of the railroad Brotherhoods, 
and established a wage differential as between whites and blacks 
doing identical work. Another factor in the situation was the steadily 
tightening dilemma of the railroad managers in recent years. All 
of them had to earn interest and dividends on inflated capital struc- 
tures. Increasingly they have been forced by truck and air com- 
petition to “rationalize” their operating costs through technolozvical 
advances. This in turn entailed a reduction of personnel. (On 
all American roads this reduction amounted to over a million work- 
ers between 1924 and 1942.) 


To meet this squeeze the white railroader has had the protection 
of his union. The Negro has had nothing except the chance to risk 
his life by scabbing on the white Brotherhood which would not ad- 
mit him to membership. 

In such a situation, obviously, the Negro was due to get “bump- 
ed,” the process being curiously analogous to the familiar railroad 
operation in which a switching engine bumps the first of a string 
of freight cars, the shock is transmitted from car to car, and the 
last one rolls neatly on to a siding. 

Today there are thousands of Negro ex-firemen stranded on me- 
taphorical sidings—village odd jobs and subsistence farms—all over 
the south. Many of the older men are on relief. Their elimina- 
tion, over a period of three decades, has been accomplished by a 
combination of violence and chicanery. In 1911, Negro switchmen 
were murdered by job-jealous white railroaders calling themselves 
“Zulus.” At the pit of the depression Negro firemen were shot out 
of their cabs near Memphis and in Mississippi. 


(To be concluded in the next issiue) 





